
TRANSPORTATION FUNDING – MARCH 2ND BILL HEARINGS 

 

 

The following house bills will be heard in House Ways and Means Committee (Rm 131 House Office Bldg) on March 2
nd

 at 1pm.  

Please meet in the lobby of the House Office Bldg at 12:40pm. 

 

We would like one individual to testify in support of:   HB 710 Blue Ribbon Commission on MD Transportation Funding; and 

        HB 367 TTF-Dedicated Hwy Funds 

 

We need a panel to testify on the two gas tax bills, HB 479 and HB 969 – the panel should focus their testimony on the condition of 

their individual company and the need for immediate transportation-related tax increases. 

 

You may receive questions regarding the impact of the federal stimulus or how a small amount of funding, as proposed in the bills, 

will be helpful in putting sufficient contracts out to help contractors. 

 
HB 710 Blue Ribbon Commission on Maryland Transportation Funding. Establishes a 21-member  transportation 

funding commission to make recommendations for the 2012 Session. 

Howard, et al 

HB 367 Transportation Trust Fund-Dedicated Highway Funds. Dedicates all gas tax, auto titling tax, and auto 

registration fees to the construction of highways and bridges. 

Krebs, et al 

HB 479 Motor Fuel Tax-Increase.  Increases the gas tax in 2-cent increments over five years, beginning July 1, 2010.  A 
2-cent increase would generate $60 million. 

Barkley and Bronrott 

HB 969 Motor Fuel Tax-Adjustments.  Effective July 1, 2010, increases the 23.5-cent gas tax by 1/2-cent; and indexes 

the gas tax to the construction cost index for every year thereafter, although no annual increase may exceed 1-

cent. 

Barkley, et al 

 

MTBMA will submit written testimony for the record.  Below are suggested talking points. However, speaking about the experience 

of your company is always the most compelling ( employment figures, characterize the layoffs, prospects for 2010 and beyond, 

location of company, types of skill levels of employees, etc.). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE FOR MARYLAND 
Jobs and Safety are a #1 Priority 

 
 
Job losses in Maryland's transportation construction and aggregates industries are now in excess of 28%; payroll taxes 
have declined 32%. 
 
Maryland companies are forecasting additional job losses in 2010 because of virtually no contract awards coming out of 
MDOT. 
 
Federal stimulus was limited to road resurfacing and even the paving firms are experiencing 40% - 50% layoffs.  Federal 
stimulus is insufficient to replace projects that had already been cut from the CTP. 
 
Contractors, engineers, equipment manufacturers, aggregates suppliers, and other suppliers are dependent upon a 
health transportation program.  The industry employs a wide variety of skill levels. 
 
Ongoing cuts to local Highway User Revenues deplete another source of contract awards throughout the State. 
 
Critical infrastructure needs continue to mount (inadequate resurfacing, 127 bridges that are structurally deficient, 
etc.) as jobs and talent are lost – safety becomes a major concern.  System preservation costs become exponentially 
more expensive when normal maintenance is deferred. 
 
Repairing, maintaining and improving our transportation network is not a partisan issue.  There is no need to wait 
another year to fund transportation.  The delay only extends the time before contracts can be awarded, further 
eroding State revenues. 
 
Enhanced transportation funding is needed in 2010 (10-cent gas tax, etc.). 
 
Long-term funding solutions need to be explored in 2011-2014 term. 
 

Help is needed in 2010 – the transportation construction industry is in a depression! 
 



 
 


